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Abstract 
The given research work is of topical interest and is stipulated by the profound analysis of stereotypes of perception of Russia in 
existing English cultures. The aim of the research work is to describe the creation of the image of Russia in the English discourse 
with the help of different linguistic means and to show the influence of this image on cross-cultural, political and economic 
relations. Different stereotypes of Russia that originated in the Western cultures are studied in this work for the purpose of 
creating a comprehensive image of Russia in the world arena which is one of the actual tasks of today. 
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1. Introduction 
 
    Nowadays the mass media are one of the main social institutions, a means of quick and large-scale provision of 
information of different type to the population.  The mass media influence on all social spheres and institutions 
including politics, economy and religion. It is obvious that they play a vital role in formation and evolution of social 
consciousness. Moreover, perception and interpretation of the most important phenomena and events in the world 
are realized with the help of mass media. It is necessary to put emphasis on the fact that the peculiarity of the mass 
media is the ability to address the public directly.  It is vital for every country to know how its image is perceived by 
its people and foreign states. The image of Russia in Great Britain is covered mainly by political writers. The events 
happening in Russia and connected with it give rise to the wave of criticism in Britain. There is a difference in the 
way the events in our country are considered in Russia and abroad, what is criticized and what conclusions are made 
by political writers. Our research work is devoted to the study of image of Russia in the English discourse. The 
novelty of the research work is that the mass media form mainly the world picture of a person and public opinion. 
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That is why it is important to know that nowadays the relationships between the states depend greatly on the 
perception of a country by its partners, and it is necessary to be able to create а positive image of the country for 
effective cooperation. Furthermore, it is important to show that the mass media are the strong ideological means 
forming the positive or negative image of a country among its own population. The aim of the research work is to 
describe the creation of the image of Russia in the English discourse with the help of different linguistic means and 
to show the influence of this image on cross-cultural, political and economic relations. The material of the given 
research work is the texts of the articles taken from the sites of the newspapers – “The Times”, “The Guardian”, 
“The Independent”, “The Financial Times”, “The Economist”, “The Observer”, “The Sunday Times”. While 
analyzing the social and political texts we used the complex approach including several methods such as the method 
of contextual analysis allowing to reveal the implicit image content, the descriptive method and the method of 
culturological interpretation.  
 
1.1. Headlines 
 
First of all, the attention is attracted by the headlines of the articles describing the image of Russia in the English 
mass media. The headlines contain the characteristic of Russia. The most of information is not said directly but is 
implied and is given implicitly in the headlines. The maximum of information is provided by the minimum of space 
and means.  
 Thus, it is evident from the headlines that the scale of the economic crisis doesn’t allow Russia to escape its 
influence (“Russia Is Felling the Full Force of the World’s Economic Storm”; “The Kremlin Belatedly Recognizes 
the Full Scale of the Economic Crisis”; “Russians Hoard Cash as Fear of Crisis Takes Hold”), the rouble loses its 
position at the foreign exchange market (“Devaluation Threat to Rouble…”; “Down in the Dumps: the Rouble Is 
Looking Sickly”; “Rouble Trouble”).  
Despite the statements of the Russian authorities about the stability of the economy, the large sum of the reserve 
currency fund the Western countries have their doubts about the ability of the Russian Federation to pay the foreign 
debt off (“Russia Gets the Downgrade”; “Now Russia Gets Caught in the Credit Crunch”) and sooner or later this 
fact must be admitted (“Russia Must Face Reality”). We feel a tension in the relationships of Russia with other 
countries as there are reminiscences of the gas crisis (“Dependence on Russian Energy Places Europe at Risk”; 
“Credibility Freeze”) and to a great extent all the blame is put on Russia (“Gas Crisis Is a Putin Masterclass in How 
to Lose Friends and Alienate Your Neighbours”). The world financial crisis influenced not only on the relationships 
of Russia with other countries, it caused the change of mood in the country (“Dissent Beginning to Spread Across 
Russia as Crisis Bites”; “Thousands Protest Across Russia”); the leaders of the country differ in opinion regarding 
the current economic situation (“The Kremlin’s Hot and Cold War”; “Putin and Medvedev Faction Locked in 
Kremlin Financial Power Struggle”).  
Due to this fact some journalists believe that the authority and power of Vladimir Putin become weaker (“Why 
Vladimir Putin’s Power Is on the Wane?”). It is important to note the great attention of the British mass media to the 
Russian armed forces: “The Big Question: Why Is Russia Building Up Its Armed Forces, and Should the West 
Worry?”. Is it necessary to fear the return of the armed forces of our country to the world arena or is it just another 
show and our country doesn’t pose a threat to the world and the Western countries in particular (“Russian Military a 
“Piper Tiger” Despite Symbolic Comeback”)? Russia is the country which doesn’t fear the severe weather 
conditions and even having -24ºC it continues living and functioning without any fail (“It’s -24C in Russia – But 
Life Goes On”) and it is trying to cope with burning issues – for example, to struggle against the corruption among 
the Russian police (“Russian Police Code of Conduct Bans Bribery, Swearing and Drinking”). 
 
1.2. Relations with other countries 
 
    Despite the difference of views on great number of questions about foreign policy the relationships between 
Russia and the USA are improving, after years of misunderstanding and confrontation the first steps to the effective 
cooperation are made (“The Ice Melts, The US – Russia Thaw Could Start Here, Re-Engaging Russia”). The British 
mass media writes that among the Russian oligarchs there are people with whom others can work effectively 
(“Alexander Lebedev, the Anglophile Oligarch Britain Believes It Can Work with”).  
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    The situation becomes better not only in the sphere of business relations between Russia and the Western 
countries, but also in the sphere of spiritual life: Patriarch Kirill, the Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church 
supported Pope Benedict XVI in his desire to reconcile two branches of Christianity (“New Russian Orthodox 
Church Leader Metropolitan Kirill May End Rift with Rome”). According to the headlines we can make conclusions 
that the opinion of Russia is ambiguous: there are negative comments about our country as well as positive, but the 
amount of negative comments prevails. 
 
1.3. President 
 
    A lot of articles are devoted to the problems of the internal life of Russia. The major part of them considers the 
questions connected with politics. The main part of the articles considered is devoted to President V.V. Putin. The 
image of the Russian President in the British mass media is conveyed by different figurative means which include 
even neutral words directly naming the type of the activity of the person: “Russia’s President”, “The President of the 
Russian Federation”, “President Vladimir Putin”, “President Putin of Russia”, and “The President, Putin, Russia’s 
inscrutable president”. 
    The majority of the journalists of the British newspapers note that V.V. Putin’s aim is to restore the former power 
of Russia (The Soviet Union): “Putin has every intention of holding on to power, deploying every tactic available to 
him to enhance Russian influence” (Scotland On Sunday, 11 January 2009); “Putin is also driven by a desire to 
revive a lost empire, the Soviet Union” (The Guardian, 23 January 2009). 
     And Putin will use any means to achieve this goal: “Russian oil and gas are his weapons of choice in a battle to 
reassert Russian dominance over its lost empire, to weaken European resistance to that grand design, and to reclaim 
respect and fear for Russia as a great power” (The Times, 15 January 2009); “These pipelines are key to Mr. Putin’s 
divide-and-rule strategy” (The Times, 15 January 2009); “Putin is a master tactician – able to deploy the right 
weapon at the right time. In Ukraine, Putin has demonstrated his might by refusing to supply gas until Kiev agrees to 
a humiliating 40% price increase. In Georgia, he has adopted a gradualist policy that began with influence and ends 
with annexation” (The Guardian, 23 January 2009); “Putin … is happy to project his cultivated image as a stoic 
figure of authority, the heroic leader who revived Russia’s global standing and transformed the ailing state into a 
major emerging power” (The Guardian, 19 January 2009). 
     At the same time the negative emphasis is made on the results of V.V. Putin’s unrestricted influence: “Putin is 
playing games and most of them breach the health and safety regulations of global diplomacy on a massive scale” 
(Scotland On Sunday, 11 January 2009). 
 
1.4. The Russians 
 
     People are shown from different positions. The mass media mention the population in general: “Russians”, 
“nation”, “Russian people”, “ordinary Russians”; separate age groups: “pensioners”, “youngs”, “teenagers”; the 
representatives of different professions: “journalists”, “managers”, “schoolteachers”, “headmistress”, “lawyers”, as 
well as different social groups: “oligarchs”, “elite”, “tycoon”, “businessmen”: “Ordinary Russians are feeling the 
pinch as factories struggle to stay afloat and companies lay off employees” (The Independent, 2 February 2009); 
“Russians, of course, are used to snow” (The Guardian, 2 February 2009); “After weeks without a reply the teenager 
was suddenly summoned to see her headmistress at her village school in Kalitvensky near Rostov...” (The Times, 6 
February 2009); “Four years ago impoverished pensioners rocked the government into improving benefits” (The 
Independent, 17 February 2009); “The tycoon – who bought the Evening Standard in January – said he was 
undaunted and would continue his campaign” (The Guardian, 13 April 2009); “… the existence of two centres of 
authority is creating friction inside the elite” (Times Online, 26 January 2009); “The elites are better informed than 
the rest of the population, have more to lose, and understand just how bad things are” (The Independent, 2 February 
2009); “… the focus will be on defending the currency and preventing banks and oligarchs, many of whom have 
huge debts to Western banks, from ruin” (The Independent, 2 February 2009). 
 
1.5. Outstanding people 
 
     The considered articles mention the names of single persons. As a rule, these persons are oligarchs and famous 
journalists having anti-governmental views and in rare cases they are politicians. Due to the world financial crisis 
1028   Irina Telesheva and Irina Denisova /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  186 ( 2015 )  1025 – 1030 
the British journalists “assess damages” of the rich people of Russia: “Roman Abramovich has lost more than 
$20bn, according to Bloomberg, though he is believed to have large cash stocks and was less indebted to banks than 
some counterparts”; “Vladimir Potanin reportedly lost $13.2bn after his stock in the company plunged by 65 per 
cent, fuelling rumours of an imminent merger”; “Alisher Usmanov, the metals billionaire and Arsenal shareholder, 
has reportedly suffered losses of more than $14bn”; “Alexei Mordashov, steel magnate, has lost up to three-quarters 
of his $22bn paper fortune” (The Independent, 5 February 2009). 
     The notion of “people” is connected with such characteristic as quantity (of the population). This problem is very 
urgent at the north of the country, beyond the Arctic Circle. Nowadays, Russia along with other countries claims the 
great part of the Arctic as there are a lot of natural resources while the north of Russia becomes deserted: people 
leave houses, work and move to the regions with milder climate: “Just as bureaucrats in Moscow target huge 
resources to develop offshore Arctic gas fields and build new oil pipelines, the north is dying. Every year, thousands 
of people are fleeing to warmer climes. Whole settlements are abandoned. Put together, Murmansk, Norilsk and 
Vorkuta, the three biggest Arctic cities in the world - all in Russia – have lost almost a third of inhabitants since 
1989”; “A decade ago more than 5,000 people lived in this village about 70 miles beyond the Arctic Circle in 
Russia’s far north, where winter temperatures drop to -50ºC (-58ºF) and blizzards sweep down from the North Pole, 
burying cars and whisking roofs from houses. The population today? Ten” (The Guardian, 23 February). 
     The peculiarity of the modern political development is the expansion of the cooperation between the states with 
the aim of resolving political, economic, ecological and other problems of global character. The integration process 
of the Western countries indicates the coordination of their efforts in the sphere of economic, financial, migration 
and other types of policies; these efforts must contribute to the sustained economic development and the rise in the 
level and quality of people’s life.   
 
1.6. The crisis 
 
     The world financial crisis stipulated the great attention to the economic situation in Russia (the material being 
studied includes seven articles devoted to this problem). The British mass media note that Russia’s GDP reduced by 
8,8% (“As a result of … the global financial crisis, gross domestic product shrank by 8.8%”), and  according to their 
opinion this fact confirms the forecasts made in February by the journalists of the Economist: “Depending on the 
price of oil, it could shrink by 5% or even 10% of GDP”. 
     The drop in rouble-to-dollar and -euro rate continues. According to the assessment of the British economists the 
Russian currency has lost 30% of its value: “The rouble has lost more than 30% of its value against the dollar” (The 
Economist, 19 February 2009); “The rouble has plunged by almost 40 per cent in six months despite the expense of 
hundreds of billions of dollars in foreign currency in its defence” (The Times, 5 February 2009). 
Despite of the large sums of money allocated by the government from the reserve fund for the support of the 
national currency, the fall in exchange rate is going on: “The Kremlin has also spent over $200 billion of its reserves 
to cushion the devaluation of the rouble” (The Economist, 19 February 2009); “Russia’s Government yesterday 
threw a $40 billion (Ј27.6 billion) lifeline to its banks as the rouble suffered another pounding” (The Times, 5 
February 2009). 
     The rate of the economic growth has reduced greatly and the experts say that this year it will be 0% and this 
forecast is not very bad: “Having spent weeks predicting that the economy would show zero growth or perhaps a 
small contraction this year, the economy ministry now admits it will “probably” shrink by 2.2%” (The Economist, 
19 February 2009); “… economic growth is expected to decline to zero this year, that’s still a lot better than anyone 
else is likely to achieve” (The Independent, 5 February 2009). 
However, nowadays according to the opinion of the British mass media the situation became worse and the foreign 
experts say about the ability of repetition of the default of 1998: “The news from Russia has gone from bad to worse 
in recent weeks. The economy looks likely to contract by 5% this year, which would be close to the drop in output 
witnessed during the 1998 rouble crisis”, said Neil Shearing, emerging Europe economist at consultants Capital 
Economics (The Guardian, 17 March 2009); “…the situation for businesses is far worse than 1998”, [says] Stephen 
Dalziel, executive director of the Russo-British Chamber of Commerce (The Guardian, 17 March 2009). 
     The British mass media believe that due to the crisis there is more difficult situation in Russia than in the 
Western countries especially Britain: “… the financial crisis in Russia is much worse than in Britain” (The 
Guardian, 17 March 2009). 
     All these problems caused the fall in credit rating (“Russia gets the downgrade”): the Western countries fear that 
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Russia will not be able to pay off debts to the foreign banks in spite of the fact that our country has the lowest 
foreign debt. It is necessary to note that Russia is the only member of G8 which suffered humiliation connected with 
the fall in credit rating after the beginning of the credit crisis: “Russia is the only member of the G8 to have 
experienced the indignity of a downgrade since the credit crunch began” (The Independent, 5 February 2009); “First 
G8 nation to have rating downgraded since start of global financial crisis” (The Independent, 5 February 2009); 
“The leading credit ratings agency Fitch added to Russia’s economic woes yesterday by downgrading its rating on 
the country’s sovereign debt to BBB” (The Independent, 5 February 2009). 
     Because of the crisis a lot of plants and factories reduce the production volume or even close down. 
Consequently, large number of people does not get their salary or at the worst they lose their job: “… hundreds of 
thousands of Russians lost their jobs” (The Economist, 19 February 2009); “About 500,000 Russians are waiting to 
be paid late wages … Many more have seen the factories on which their livelihoods depend cutting production or 
even halting assembly lines” (The Economist, 19 February 2009). 
From the beginning of the economic crisis the unemployment level is constantly growing, and in December the 
highest rate since November 2005 was fixed: “Russia’s unemployment rate rose to 7.7% in December, the highest 
rate since November 2005. That, the government said, meant 5.8m Russians were out of work”. 
This is the official information; according to non-official information the situation is even worse: “The unofficial 
unemployment rate is, however, much higher and many Russians who say they have jobs are in fact on indefinite 
unpaid leave” (The Economist, 19 February 2009). 
Though the forecasts are unfavourable: “Unemployment is widely expected to soar to 12% this year” (The 
Guardian, 17 March 2009); “… unemployment is expected to rise to 10 million by the end of the year” (The 
Economist, 19 February 2009). 
     The growth of the unemployment level causes the first signs of social unrest: people are embarrassed, they do not 
know what to do and what to expect: “As unemployment spirals, industrial production slumps, inflation gallops, the 
rouble slides and the budget creaks, ordinary Russians are wondering what is going on. Polls show that many – over 
half the population – have little idea of what the government is doing to help them” (The Economist, 19 February 
2009); “With mass unemployment could come mass unrest” (The Guardian, 17 March 2009); “… the country was 
now facing a profound economic crisis, with soaring unemployment raising the spectre of social unrest this year” 
(The Times, 29 January 2009). 
But despite all problems Russia still seems “extremely attractive” for investors in the long run: “… many analysts 
agree that in the long-term Russia is still a good investment opportunity” (The Independent, 5 February 2009); “Its 
[Russian] large internal market is also an attractive long-term bet for foreign companies” (The Times, 29 January 
2009). 
     And Russia is always ready to help its neighbours – former republics of the USSR – Kyrgyzstan and Belarus 
when they are experiencing hard economic times: “Nevertheless, the belt-tightening has not stopped Russia from 
doling out billions of dollars’ worth of loans to former Soviet republics such as Kyrgyzstan and Belarus to extend its 
geopolitical interests” (The Economist, 19 February 2009); “Russia was also supporting its neighbours with loans. 
In response to requests that had been made for assistance, he said that Russia would lend $2 billion to Belarus, $500 
million to Armenia and $2 billion to Kyrgyzstan” (The Times, 5 February 2009). 
 
1.7. History 
 
     The history of Russia in the British mass media is shown as well. Much attention is paid to the period of 
Bolsheviks and therefore the Communist Party. Russian realities of that time are constantly mentioned: the 
Bolshevik revolution, the civil war, Stalin’s purges, Gulag, the Thaw, perestroika, politburo. Such phenomena as 
“Soviet era”, “Soviet Union” are present practically in every article but not always in the positive context: the 
“ominous shadow” of the past is following Russia. 
     One more peculiarity of appealing to the past of Russia in the British mass media is the fact that the country is 
often shown as “former”: former KGB agent (officer), former Soviet Union or former Soviet bloc, former 
superpower (empire), former maritime giant. 
 
2. Conclusion 
 
     Having analyzed the articles of a certain period devoted to Russia we can single out some features typical for 
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British mass media: 
x  The first peculiarity is a great amount of repetitions of the same phenomenon which is a key-note of either one 
article or a series of articles on the same topic or even articles of the same authors about Russia. 
x The second one is a stereotypic view on Russia and the Russians in British newspaper articles: practically 85% 
of the data concerning even stock exchange bulletins mention this or that variant of perception of Russia as a 
country with bears, dirt, hateful Soviet past and Russian frosts. 
x The third is the appeal of the British journalists to the past of Russia. In fact, the main topic of such material is 
that Russia is threatened with danger of the “ominous shadow” of its past and there is no way for Russia to 
abandon its past. 
x The fourth feature is that though the British mass media are famous for their objectivity there are no alternative 
views on Russia and the events taking place there. 
 
References 
http://www.economist.com 
http://www.ft.com 
http://www.guardian.co.uk 
http://www.independent.co.uk 
http://www.inosmi.ru 
http://www.observer.co.uk 
http://www.times.co.uk 
 
 
